Sudden death in the laboratory rat: cardiac function, sensory, and experiental factors in swimming deaths.
Three reported charateristics of sudden death in the wild rat, (1) bradycardia, (2) decreased survival without whiskers, and (3) increased suvival with preexposure to the stressor, are demonstrated in the domestic rat. Differences in sudden death between wild and domestic rats are discussed as well as possible interpretations of the phenomenon.